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2018 Highlights and Challenges 
Every year we sum up our life together in this short prospectus and 
every year it feels wholly inadequate. There just isn’t space to tell the 
many stories that are at the center of our life together. The stuff we 
report here can only give a glimpse of who we really are. We continue to 
be a community which shares one another’s joys and sadnesses, works to 
strengthen the spiritual lives of children, youth, and adults, enjoys 
weekly worship and fellowship, and reaches out to our local community 
and the world.

Spiritual Formation and Worship
The team continued their work of supporting and resourcing our 
Sunday school teachers and thinking deeply about how we at LVPC can 
better nurture the faith of all our members. At the same time we added 
the task of partnering with our pastor on vision for our worship life. 
One of the highlights was the community art project that adorned the 
front of the church during Advent. We look forward to this team’s 
continued contributions to our spiritual and worship life together.

There was adult formation too. The Spiritual Formation Team and the 
Session took time to listen to God’s voice in scripture study and a study 
of worship at regular meetings, a retreat for Sunday school teachers, and 
the Men’s Fellowship continued its weekly Saturday morning study.

Parish Life
Our life together continued in 2018 to be marked by a robust fellowship 
hour. The ability to share our lives through coffee, snacks, and 
conversation each Sunday following worship was supported by many 
people quietly making coffee, bringing food, and washing dishes.

2018 Annual Report �1

Celebration! 

It seems that in any given year 
at LVPC one of the highlights is 
our worship service in the park. 
It was extra special in 2018. We 
had the great joy of seeing the 
sacrament of baptism in its 
fullness. We baptized a young 
child, immersed an adult in the 
waters of the South Branch, 
and celebrated as five of our 
students claimed their own 
baptisms and were welcomed 
into membership. The weather 
was cool, the water was chilly 
and clear, but the mood was 
celebratory! 

Giving Fair 

At the center of our Mission 
Team’s activities was again the 
Giving Fair. This year we 
jumped into the annual event 
with new energy, a new date, 
some new organizations, and 
some new flair. With a live 
nativity, live music, horse and 
carriage rides (special thanks 
to Adam Ambielli), and the 
Christmas tree sale there was 
something for everyone.  

ANNUAL REPORT 



Lower Valley Presbyterian Church January 27, 2019

Mission
Our Mission Team continued to host film nights for thoughtful 
discussion and fellowship in 2018. Thankfully, we did not keep a record 
of “pounds of Twizzlers consumed”, but those who attended did have 
the opportunity to face some of the challenges of our nation and the 
world as presented through film. It led to our pastor and his daughter 
attending a Climate Reality Leadership training in Los Angeles as well as 
many challenging discussions. We continued to support the summer 
youth mission trip to Central Appalachia to make houses “warmer, safer, 
and dryer”. Much planning and effort went into reenergizing and adding 
to the annual Giving Fair. This event has once again made it possible for 
our small congregation to greatly extend our monetary giving to mission 
in our community, country, and the world.

Stewardship
Our continued health 
depends in part on financial 
resources. As a congregation 
we had a financially 
challenging year. The 
number of pledgers to our 
ministry and mission in 2018 
significantly decreased from 
2017. We also saw a marked decline in giving outside of pledging. Along 
with an economic slowdown that affected some end of year gifts, we’ve 
come to depend on, and our investment income we finished 2018 with a 
sizable deficit. The session is hopeful that we can reverse this trend in 
2019. This will likely be a focus as we enter a new year of ministry 
together.  

House and Grounds
There were no major projects undertaken in 2018. But, as always, there 
was lots to maintain and plenty of smaller maintenance items to keep up 
on. Our facility is wonderful, but given its age there are always 
maintenance challenges to contend with. 

REFORMation
This team continued faithfully working behind the scenes to develop a 
plan for some needed updates and improvements to our facility. The 
team experienced a setback when the chosen architect was not able to 
do the work needed. After revising our list of potential architects and 
conducting a new round of interviews, over the summer, we began 
working with Martin DeSapio. The initial plans have been put together 
and the team hopes to present ideas, cost estimates, and project phasing 
ideas to the congregation early in 2019. 
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Camp Johnsonburg 

Our students participated in several 
Johnsonburg activities and retreats 
together over the past year. We shared 
some great times including this fall at 
the 4th - 5th grader retreat. The summer 
programs at Johnsonburg continued 
to nurture the faith and leadership 
development of many of our students. 

Memorials 

It is with sorrow that we have lost, 
from our fellowship,  

members of our families, friends 
and neighbors —  

people of significance in our lives 
and in the life of our community.  
We miss them, for their places 

among us can never be filled by 
another.  

• Antoinette B. Cassano 
• Anthony Casale 

Special Thanks 

We can not conclude any year with 
out expressing gratitude to those 
who have faithfully served as 
leaders of our congregation. This 
year we need to thank Abby Ernst 
for several years of service as 
leader of the mission team and 
elder for mission. Abby’s energy, 
enthusiasm, vision, and hard work 
have been a wonderful gift to our 
congregation. We look forward to 
serving alongside her in our next 
chapters together.

Income Expenses



LVPC Budget 2018 Budget 2018 Actual 2019 Budget
Income

Pledge income 75,000$            73,711$            75,000$             
Non-pledge/plate 67,000              44,500              45,000               
Happy Face Rent 17,000              17,695              17,000               
Parish House Rentals 1,000                604                   1,000                 
Per Capita Income 1,500                1,070                1,500                 
Total Operating Income 161,500            137,580            139,500             

Other Income 200                   313                   200                    
Funding From Investments 30,450              42,100              52,862               

Total Income 192,150            179,993            192,562             
Expenses

Total Pastor 98,420              96,383              98,420               
Total Other Personnel 34,055              33,520              34,084               
Employer Payroll Tax 2,508                2,525                2,508                 
Total Payroll Expenses 134,983            132,428            135,012             

Per Capita 4,900                3,491                4,900                 
Total Spiritual Formation 3,100                1,727                2,100                 
Total Worship Resources 3,200                2,018                2,200                 
Buildings and Grounds

Water 1,000                887                   1,000                 
Electric 7,000                7,148                7,200                 
Heating Gas 6,000                5,100                6,000                 
Janitorial Supplies 200                   15                     200                    
Refuse Removal 1,500                2,045                1,300                 
Repairs and Maintenance 15,000              9,717                10,000               
Snow Plowing 4,007                2,500                 
Insurance 11,700              11,552              11,700               
Generator 450                   105                   450                    
Architect -                    4,800                1,600                 

Total Buildings and Grounds 42,850              45,376              41,950               
Total Office Expenses 5,450                5,687                5,650                 
Total Caring for Each Other 2,900                514                   750                    

Total Expenses 197,383            191,241            192,562             
Net Profit / (Loss) (5,233)$             (11,248)$           -$                  


